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Abstract. Territory is the space boundary of ownership. Defense concepts of an area also 

include territory. The defense concept of a territory of power or ownership is usually in the 

form of fortress, ditch, river, road, alley or gate. Many of these are seen in the forms of old city 

of Dutch’s inheritances. Javanese Islamic Kingdom in Yogyakarta has territory in the form of 

mosque. The mosque is called the Pathok Negoro as consists of 4 mosques. This territorial  not 

same with another Islamic kingdoms. The research problem is why mosque used as a form of 

defense? What is the  uniqueness?The purpose of the research is to reveal the form of territory 

of Javanese Islamic Kingdom. The benefit of this research is to get the characteristic form of 

territory of Javanese Islamic Kingdom in Yogyakarta. Their located in Ploso Kuning, Mlangi, 

babadan, Dongkelan, and Wonokromo. The research method that was used was qualitative 

method with grounded research, by using history and map search.In the analysis was carried 

out identification and comparison between mosques.The results show that there are 

characteristics on the location , the building orientation , the landscape, the area pattern and the 

shape of the building.  
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1.  Introduction 

Pathok Negoro Mosque is a building used as a form of territory region Yogyakarta State Sultanate. 

The purpose is as a fortress. This pattern was designed by Sultan Hamengkubuwana I, based by advice 

of KyaiWelit. KyaiWelit is a religious figure in Ploso Kuning village, Yogyakarta. Because of the 

political situation in facing Dutch colonialism, then was established state defense system with 

Mancapatpattern (Kiblatpapat limo pancer/Java) [4]. 

The defense system of territory includes the defense system of state, by using many fortress 

buildings [2], [8] canals and apprentices [16], [17], garrison city [4], alley way and public open space 

[13], [18]. Yogyakarta city used the mosque building for territorial concept. So the following questions 

in this research are Why is the concept of territory using mosques? and How is the existence Pathok 

Negoro mosque as a territorial object? 

The research Purposes are Knowing the role of Pathok Negoro mosque role as a territorial 

component and knowing the characteristics of Pathok Negoro Mosque existence as a territorial object. 

The research target is revealing the characteristics of Pathok Negoro Mosque existence as a 

territory. And the benefits of research is provide a knowledge to the architectural and urban areas 

about the concept of territory by using the building of worship.  

mailto:endang.setyowati@uty.ac.id
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2.  Research Method 

This research uses naturalistic paradigm whith qualitatif approach [5], [6], [10], [11]. Strategic 

research is inductive research and the methode is grounded research, because with this method can 

produce Grounded Theory as Local Theory or Pattern Theory which is open-ended and can be 

expanded indefinitely [20]. Focus observation on five Pathok Negoro mosque buildings located in 

Ploso Kuning, Mlangi, Dongkelan, Babadan, Wonokromo and Mosque of Gedhe Kraton mosque 

Yogyakarta. This method is used to build the theory of phenomena that exist in the field. Technique of 

data collecting done on object of research which is certain, from six mosque building. Detailed 

observation on territory-specific elements is used as an analytical material to achieve research 

objectives. The typologic generic approach is used to obtain a description of the structural 

configuration, the basic characteristics and elements of the mosque's identity so as to obtain a certain 

type of grouping [19]. 

2.1.  Overview of Territory 

Territory is the boundary that is controlled or become the right of a person or a certain group as their 

own area [3]. The tendency to form social space embodied in physical space is ultimately not only 

through the process of habitat selection, but also through the creation process of culture. This is one of 

the terms of territory in the abstract space [7], [14], [15]. 

2.1.1.  Mosque in territory concept 

Mosque is building of Muslim worship place. The mosque was built based of the needs of places for 

worship and other religious activities. Mosque always has congregation. So in mosque environment 

will form the basic power of religion by congregation. 

2.1.2.  Pathok Negoro Mosque in the territory concept  

The placement concept of Pathok Negoro mosque in the urban spatial layout of Javanese Islamic 

Kingdom in Yogyakarta is as manifestation of the transcendent concept [1]. 

The concept of territory is cosmologically used by Majapahit kingdom. Majapahit kingdom uses 

the concentric boundaries of Java Nagaragung [12]. In the spatial concept of the Sultanate of 

Yogyakarta, the basic concept of Mancapat (which means orientation four five centers/Javanese) is 

used. The mosques are placed as a place in the four corners of the wind and a mosque in the center of 

the royal city (Figure 1). 

By the existence of the building of the mosque, then in the defense is formed naturally with the 

basis of religion. This form of defense is made by students at traditional Muslim school, who live in 

the area around the mosque. The base of this power is physically invisible. But transcendently is 

formed a large defense force in every corner of the kingdom of Yogyakarta Sultanate. 

This strategy is used against Dutch colonialism. The power of transcendence cannot be detected by 

the Dutch, but Sultan Hamengkubuwana I quietly has great power. 
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Figure 1.  The position of Pathok Negoro mosque in Yogyakarta map. 

Source : Google map, redrawing 2017. 

 

3.  Results and Discussion 

3.1.  Typology Of Mosque Location 

The location of the mosque has type of location boundary by always using river on one or two sides of 

its location. Two mosques are inside the inside circle (ring road), there are Dongkelan Mosque and 

Babadan Mosque. Two mosques position are outside the ring road circle, Mlangi Mosque and Ploso 

Kuning Mosque (Figure 1). 

In relation with its existence as a territorial boundary area, the mosques outside the ring road serve 

as the outer boundary. These mosques are located in the northern part of the royal kingdom. While the 

other two mosques are in the ring road are used as inner territory. This happens because in the south is 

bordered by the southern sea which is the outer boundary of the southern region. 

3.2.  Typology Of Area Patterns 

The pattern of the mosque area is always equipped with the establishment of Islamic school studies for 

children and young people. There are more than three Islamic school.  Most of all is  Islamic school 

studies for children and young people is in Mlangi mosque (17 Islamic school  for children and young 

people). Besides Islamic school for children and young people, in every mosque is always equipped 

with a sanctuary. 

By the existence of Islamic school for children and young people, then transcendently formed the 

power with base on religious in each mosque area. 

The  sanctuary becomes the form of respect to the ancestors, especially the founder of the mosque. 

Sanctuary forms a transcendent force of the ancestral spirits in the souls of the congregation. The 

history of Kyai or the founder of the mosque gives its own meaning to the congregation. 
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3.3.  Tipology Landscape 

Pathok Negoro Mosque has the following landscape types: 

a) The courtyard of the mosque 

All of Pathok Negoro mosques have a large front yard. The courtyard surrounds the mosque 

building. 

b) Gate 

Pathok Negoro Mosque always has more than one gate, i.e. main door, side and back gate. The 

main gate serves as the entrance and orientation of the building. The side gate serves to connect 

with the surrounding environment and the back gate is the gateway to the tomb complex that is 

always present in every mosque. There are several types of gates (Table 1) 

 

Table 1. Type of location gate. 

Type Location Mosque 

Type 1 Main gate on the east side, side gate on the 

north and south side 

Gedhe Kraton mosque 

Type 2 Main gate on the east side, side gate on the 

north side 

Mlangi and Babadan mosque 

Type 3 Main gate on the east side, side gate on the 

south side 

Ploso Kuning and Dongkelan mosque 

 

Besides of its location, there are types of gate shape (Table 2). 

 

Table 2. Type of Gate shape. 

type Gate shape mosque 

Type 1 the shape of the gate with the architecture of 

Java 

Gedhe Kraton mosque 

Type 2 the shape of gates such as temple buildings, 

intercropping overlap and in the top section there 

are decorative crown-shaped flora 

Ploso Kuning, Mlangi, Babadan 

mosque 

 

This typology shows the influence of Java, Islam and Pre-Islam on the mosque buildings. 

 

a) Pool or water element 

The water element in the form of a pool that surrounds the mosque building is always present in all 

Pathok Negoro mosques. Only the width and the depth are different. 

The use of a pool or often called trade, is also a form of territory. The concept of urban 

development by Dutch is Canal Concept, especially for coastal cities. Channels are used as city 

boundary as well as water transport. Other outskirts are fortress. The canal is around the citadel. As 

in Semarang city, Semarang is planned by Karsten (1800s) with fortress and canal completeness. 

The fortress is named Vijheek. On the fortress is made entrance gates. These gates include the 

Berok Bridge (named De Zuider Por), which is still visible [2]. 

 

b) Typology Of Building Orientations 

There are two types of building orientation (Table 3). 

 

Table 3. Type of building orientation. 

Type Orientation Mosque 

Type 1 Orientation of buildings to the west - 

east 

Gedhe Kraton, Babadan, 

wonokromo mosque 

Type 2 The orientation of the building towards 

Qiblah 

Ploso Kuning, Mlangi and 

Dongkelan mosque 
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c) Typology Of Building form 

Building type is taken as formas  the roof, there are two types (Table 4). 

 

Table 4. Type of building form. 

type orientation mosque 

Type 1 Building with Tajug roof is composed of three Gedhe Kratonmo mosque 

Type 2 Building with Tajug roof is composed of two Ploso Kuning, Mlangi, Babadan 

and Dongkelan mosque 

 

4.  Conclusion 

The results show that there are characteristics on the location of the mosque, the orientation of the 

building, the landscape, the pattern of the area and the building form. 
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